On the outskirts of a small town, there was a big, old pecan tree just inside the cemetery fence.
One day, two boys filled up a bucketful of nuts and sat down by the tree, out of sight, and began dividing the nuts.
'One for you, one for me, one for you, one for me' said one boy... Several dropped and rolled down toward the fence
while another boy came riding along the road on his bicycle. As he passed, he thought he heard voices from inside
the cemetery He slowed down to investigate. Sure enough, he heard, 'One for you, one for me. One for you, one for
me...' He just knew what it was.. He jumped back on his bike and rode off. Just around the bend he met an old man
with a cane, hobbling along. 'Come here quick,' said the Boy, 'you won't believe what I heard! Satan and the Lord
are down at the cemetery dividing up the souls.' The man said, 'Beat it kid, can't you see it's hard for me to walk.'
When the boy insisted though, the man hobbled slowly to the cemetery. Standing by the fence they heard, 'One for
you, one for me, one for you, one for me.' The old man whispered, 'Boy, you've been tellin' me the truth. Let's see if
we can see the Lord...' Shaking with fear, they peered through the fence, yet were still unable to see anything. The
old man and the boy gripped the wrought iron bars of the fence tighter and tighter as they tried to get a glimpse of
the Lord. At last they heard, 'One for you, one for me. That's all. Now, let's go get those nuts by the fence and we'll
be done.' They say the old man made it back to town a full five minutes ahead of the kid on the bike.
What a funny story! To think these two thought the Lord and satan were dividing up souls and then coming
after them. While this e-mail received form a friend is funny; it is a very sobering thought to think about the eternal
rest of our souls. Matthew 25 gives us insight to the reality of our eternal destiny. Matthew 25: 31-46, “When the
Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. 32 All the
nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep
from the goats. 33 And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will say to
those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world: 35 for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a
stranger and you took Me in; 36 I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and
you came to Me.’ 37 “Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You,
or thirsty and give You drink? 38 When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? 39 Or
when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ 40 And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I
say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’ 41 “Then He will also
say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his
angels: 42 for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; 43 I was a stranger and
you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’ 44 “Then they
also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in
prison, and did not minister to You?’ 45 Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you
did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ 46 And these will go away into everlasting
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
Dear friend, when the Lord returns where will you be; with the sheep or the goats? When the two people
from our story heard, “let’s get the nuts beside the fence” they ran and they ran fast. The reality is we cannot run
from God. Jonah tried it, Elijah attempted it, and sinners have tried it—All failed. Hebrews 4:12-13, “12 For the

word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of
soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 13 And there
is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must
give account.” My friends if you are running—stop—if you are hiding form God because of sin in your life—
stop. He is our Father and has sent us His Son so we didn’t have to run away from, but run to Him. Allow God
to embrace your life so when you do meet Him face to face you’ll be a sheep. May God bless you as you walk
with Him daily.

In Christ,
Joe Rhodes

